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Contact Information: 
Address 40 Temple Street 

New Haven, CT 06510 

Phone: 1 (475) 441-0387 

Email: k.nwanyanwu@yale.edu 

 

School: Yale School of Medicine 

 

Education: 
xxxx - 05/2009 MBA, The Wharton School, Philadelphia, PA 

xxxx - 05/2009 MD, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA 

xxxx - 05/2020 MHS, Yale University, Health Science, New Haven, CT 

 

Career/Academic Appointments: 
06/2010 Transitional Internship, Internal Medicine, Albert Einstein Medical Center, 

Philadelphia, PA 

06/2013 Ophthalmology Residency, Ophthalmology, Kellogg Eye Center, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

06/2015 Vitreoretinal Surgery Fellowship, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences , Illinois Eye 

and Ear Infirmary, University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL 

08/2015 - 06/2022 Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Science, Yale School of Medicine, 

New Haven, CT 

07/2022 - 06/2027 Associate Professor on Term, Ophthalmology and Visual Science, Yale School of 

Medicine, New Haven, CT 

07/2023 - 06/2027 Associate Professor on Term, Biomedical Informatics and Data Science, Yale 

School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

07/2024 - 12/2024 Associate Professor on Term, Management, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, 

CT 

 

Administrative Positions: 
2024 - Present Associate Director of Community Engaged Research and Participant Recruitment, 

Yale Center for Clinical Investigation (YCCI), Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, 

CT 
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Professional Honors & Recognition: 

International/National/Regional 
2023 Young Alumni Service Award, University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of 

Medicine 

2023 Secretariat Award, American Academy of Ophthalmology 

2023 Director's Award, National Eye Institute 

2024 Scientific Award, National Medical Association Ophthalmology Section 

2024 Leadership Development Program, American Academy of Ophthalmology - 

American Society of Retinal Specialists 

2025 AOA, AOA Beta Chapter at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 

2025 Member Retina Society, Retina Society 

 

Yale University/Yale School of Medicine/Hospital System 
2024 Orthwein Scholar, Yale School of Medicine 

 

Grants/Clinical Trials History: 

Current Grants 
Agency: NIH 

I.D.#: KNWANYANWU 

Title: T1CARE grant (Addressing Social Determinants of Health in Young Adults with 

Type 1 Diabetes Through Comprehensive Assessment, Responsiveness, and 

Engagement 

P.I.: Kasia Lipska 

Role: Consultant 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: $2,500,000.00 

Project period: 02/01/2025 - 01/01/2030 

 

Current Clinical Trials 
Agencies: Yale University School of Medicine 

I.D.#: 2000030972 

Title: Diabetic retinopathy: Early detection using home detection methods and their 

efficacy 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 03/05/2018 - ongoing 

 

Agencies: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: 2000031731 

Title: Sight-saving Engagement and Evaluation in New Haven (SEEN) Program 
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P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 01/13/2022 - ongoing 

 

Past Grants 
Agency: National Eye Institute (NIH) 

I.D.#: 1 K23 EY030530-01 

Title: Undiagnosed Diabetic Retinopathy: Using Participatory Science to Design an 

Intervention for Patients at High-Risk for Blindness 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: 75% 

Total costs: $1,272,085.00 

Project period: 09/01/2019 - 08/31/2024 

 

Agency: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: K23EY030530 

Title: Undiagnosed Diabetic Retinopathy: Using Participatory Science to Design an 

Intervention for Patients at High-Risk for Blindness 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: PI 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 09/01/2019 - 08/31/2024 

 

Past Clinical Trials 
Agencies: BioMed Valley Discoveries, Inc. 

I.D.#: 1303011687 

Title: Phase I Dose Escalation, Safety, Pharmacokinetic and Pharmacodynamic Study 

of BVD-523 in Patients with Advanced Malignancies 

P.I.: Mario Sznol 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 08/02/2013 - 02/08/2018 

 

Agencies: Celgene Corporation 

I.D.#: 1312013122 

Title: Novel Combinations of CC-122, CC-223, CC-292, and Rituximab in Diffuse Large 

B-cell Lymphoma 

P.I.: Iris Isufi 

Role: Sub-Investigator 
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Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 05/07/2014 - 01/13/2021 

 

Agencies: Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG) 

I.D.#: 1405014058 

Title: Lung-MAP: S1400 Biomarker-Targeted Second-Line Therapy in Treating Patients 

With Recurrent Stage IIIB-IV Squamous Cell Lung Cancer 

P.I.: Roy S. Herbst 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 06/12/2014 - 10/05/2023 

 

Agencies: Karyopharm Therapeutics, Inc. 

I.D.#: 1411014855 

Title: Selinexor (KPT-330) in Older Patients With Relapsed AML (SOPRA) 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: 15580.0000 

Project period: 05/15/2015 - 03/28/2018 

 

Agencies: AbbVie, Inc. 

I.D.#: 1511016810 

Title: A Randomized, Placebo Controlled Phase 2b/3 Study of ABT-414 With 

Concurrent Chemoradiation and Adjuvant Temozolomide in Subjects With 

Newly Diagnosed Glioblastoma (GBM) With Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor 

(EGFR) Amplification (Intellance 1) 

P.I.: Joseph N. Contessa 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 02/25/2016 - 10/24/2019 

 

Agencies: Hoffmann (F) - La Roche, Ltd 

I.D.#: 1604017550 

Title: A Phase III Study to Investigate Efficacy and Safety of Cobimetinib Plus 

Atezolizumab and Atezolizumab Monotherapy Versus Regorafenib in 

Participants With Metastatic Colorectal Adenocarcinoma 

P.I.: Jeremy Kortmansky 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 08/03/2016 - 02/08/2019 
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Agencies: Yale University School of Medicine 

I.D.#: 1608018321MRR 

Title: Geospatial analysis of environments of patients with diabetic eye disease 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 11/14/2016 - 11/15/2017 

 

Agencies: Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

I.D.#: 2000020826 

Title: Phase 1b Multi-indication Study of Anetumab Ravtansine (BAY94-9343) in 

Patients With Mesothelin Expressing Advanced or Recurrent Malignancies 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 08/21/2017 - 11/26/2018 

 

Agencies: Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA) 

I.D.#: 2000022210MRR 

Title: Geospatial analysis of environments of patients with eye disease 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 02/10/2018 - 03/15/2019 

 

Agencies: Yale University School of Medicine 

I.D.#: 2000023866 

Title: Exploring the Cytokine Profiles in Tears and Vitreous Fluid 

P.I.: Luciano V. Del Priore 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 10/02/2018 - 10/14/2021 

 

Pending Clinical Trials 
Agencies: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: 2000027927MRR 

Title: Validation of a Risk Score to Predict Diabetic Retinopathy Progression 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 
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Total costs: - 

Project period: 04/17/2020 - ongoing 

 

Agencies: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: 2000027573EXEMPT 

Title: Factors Influencing the Receipt of Diabetic Retinopathy Screening in a High-Risk 

Population 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 10/26/2020 - ongoing 

 

Agencies: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: 2000034067 

Title: Identifying risk factors associated with loss to follow-up in adults being treated 

with anti-VEGF injections and/or PRP for diabetic retinopathy 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 11/29/2022 - ongoing 

 

Agencies: National Eye Institute 

I.D.#: 2000034443 

Title: SEEN Retrospective Medical Record Review 

P.I.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Percent effort: N/A 

Total costs: - 

Project period: 01/29/2023 - ongoing 

 

Invited Speaking Engagements, Presentations & Workshops Not Affiliated With Yale: 

International/National 
1. "Health Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy: Addressing Health Disparities to End Preventable 

Blindness". Visiting Professorship, Wilmer - Johns Hopkins University , July 2021. (Lecture) 

2. "Designing Better Systems to Advance Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Visiting Professor, San 

Francisco, CA, March 2024. (Lecture) 

3. "Toward a Framework to Improve Diversity and Inclusion in Clinical Trials". National Academies of 

Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Washington, DC, May 2024. (Other) 

4. "The How of Health Equity: DR at the Margins". Grand Rounds, Boston, MA, May 2024. (Lecture) 

5. "Participatory Science to Advance Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Visiting Professor, Columbus, 

OH, June 2024. (Lecture) 
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6. "Interventions for social determinants of health in diabetic retinopathy". Retina World Congress, 

International Webinar, July 2024. (Lecture) 

7. "Vision Research and Citizen Scientist". Prevent Blindness 13th Annual Focus on Eye Health 

Summit, Webinar, July 2024. (Oral Presentation) 

8. "Women in Retina Mentoring Symposium". American Society of Retinal Specialists , Stockholm, 

Stockholm County, July 2024. (Other) 

9. "Retina Cafe". American Academy of Ophthalmology, Chicago, IL, October 2024. (Other) 

10. "Eradicate TRD". Envision Conference, San Juan, San Juan, February 2025. (Lecture) 

11. "Visionary Courage: Journey of a Health Equity Ophthalmologist". Alpha Omega Alpha University of 

Pennsylvania , Philadelphia, PA, March 2025. (Address) 

 

Regional 
1. "Multi-Method Approach to advance Health Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Grand Rounds Cornell 

University , New York, NY, December 2022. (Lecture) 

2. "Eradicate TRD: A multi-method approach to decreasing preventable blindness from diabetes-

related eye disease". NYU Department of Ophthalmology , Grand Rounds Speaker , New York, NY, 

November 2024. (Lecture) 

 

Peer-Reviewed Presentations Given at Meetings Not Affiliated With Yale: 

International/National 
1. Harris Nwanyanwu K . Sight-Saving Engagement and Evaluation in New Haven (SEEN) Program 

Identifies and Addresses Adverse Social Determinants in Individuals at High Risk for Blindness. 

Retina Society , Lisbon, Lisbon, September 2024. (Oral Presentation) 

 

Professional Service: 

Peer Review Groups/Grant Study Sections 
2021 - Present Reviewer, Early Career Reviewer, Pathophysiology of Eye Disease, Special 

Emphasis Panel, Scientific Review Group, NIH/NEI 

 

Advisory Boards 
2021 - Present Member, Medical Alumni Affairs Council, University of Pennsylvania 

2022 Member, Membership Advisory Group, American Diabetes Association 

2024 Member, Focus on Diabetes Program: Communicating the Risk of Vision Loss and 

Effective Prevention Strategies, American Diabetes Association 

2024 - Present Advisor, Eye Health Advisory Group , American Diabetes Association 

 

Journal Services 

Editorial boards 

2022 - Present Editorial Board Member, Translational Vision Science and Technology 
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Professional Organizations 

American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Disparities in Eyecare: Sub-Taskforce on Leveraging 

Data 

2021 - 2022 Member, American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Disparities in 

Eyecare: Sub-Taskforce on Leveraging Data 

 

American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Expanding Access to Care in Federally Qualified Health 

Centers 

2022 - Present Member, American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Expanding Access to 

Care in Federally Qualified Health Centers 

 

Penn Med Black Alumni Society 

2020 - Present Founding Member, Penn Med Black Alumni Society 

 

Yale University / Hospital System 

Medical School 

2021 - 2024 Faculty Member, Dean's Faculty Advisory Council 

2022 - 2024 Executive Committee Member, Dean's Faculty Advisory Council 

2022 - Present Executive Committee Member, Minority Organization for Retention and 

Expansion 

 

Public Service / Media Presence 

Public Service 

2022 - Present Board Member, Neighborhood Music School 
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of community-engaged research in ophthalmology. Expert Review Of Ophthalmology 2017, 12: 

233-241. PMID: 29333193 , PMCID: PMC5759339 , DOI: 10.1080/17469899.2017.1311787 . 
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12. Linderman W, Apostolopoulos N, Gopal A, Encandela J, Teng C, Nwanyanwu K , Forster S. Near-

Peer Teaching Outreach Programs to Increase Minority Physician Recruitment. Journal Of 

Academic Ophthalmology 2018, 10: e122-e126. DOI: 10.1055/s-0038-1667202 . 

13. Nwanyanwu K , Nunez-Smith M, Desai M, Gardner T. 2458 Determining the prevalence and 

associated multilevel characteristics of undiagnosed diabetic retinopathy. Journal Of Clinical And 

Translational Science 2018, 2: 67-68. PMCID: PMC6799117 , DOI: 10.1017/cts.2018.247 . 

14. Williams BK, Welch R, Nwanyanwu KH , Shields CL. Hemorrhagic occlusive retinal vasculitis leading 
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