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2024 – present Board of Directors, Munchausen Support  
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2023 -present Member 
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Association for Psychological Science (prev. American Psychological Society): 
1994 - present Member 
 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology: 
1982 – present Member 
 
American Psychosomatic Society: 
2005 – 2020 Member 
 
University Service: 
 
University Committees: 
2000 - 2021 Institutional Review Board, University of Alabama 

 
Departmental Committees: 
2000 - 2022 Tenure & Promotion 
2010 – 2022 Clinical Health Psychology Concentration 
2016 – 2022 Concentration Coordinator, Clinical Health Psychology Concentration 
 
Invited Speaking Engagements, Presentations, Symposia & Workshops Not Affiliated with 
Home Institution:   

 
1. Pediatric Residents Conference, Dept. of Pediatrics, Yale University Medical School, 

Preventing Overmedicalization and Medical Child Abuse, Aug 4, 2021 
2. Pediatric Grand Rounds, Dept. of Pediatrics, Yale University Medical School, Münchausen 

Syndrome by Proxy and Medical Child Abuse: Prevention and Early Detection, October 
30, 2019 

3. Pediatric Grand Rounds, Children’s of Alabama, Prevention and Early Detection of 
Medical Child Abuse, October 11, 2018 

4. Department of Pediatrics, Yale University School of Medicine, Preventing the Medical 
Abuse of Children, November, 2014 

5. Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence,  Is Emotional Intelligence the Antidote for 
Excessive Illness Behavior, October, 2014 

6. Winternitz Lecture, College of Community Health Sciences, University of Alabama, 
Factitious and Somatoform Disorders: A Critical Re-Examination, April 2012 

7. Winternitz Lecture, College of Community Health Sciences, University of Alabama, 
Strategies for Managing Patients with Unexplained Medical Complaints, March 2007 

8. Grand Rounds, Druid City Hospital, Tuscaloosa, AL, Factitious Disorders and 
Malingering, September, 2005 

9. UAB Department of Neurology, Medically Unexplained Symptoms from the Perspective 
of  
the Social Clinical Interface, Birmingham, AL, 2004 

10. UAB Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Birmingham, AL, Dying to be Ill: 
Toward An Empirical Study of Factitious Disorders, April, 2000 

11. Grand Rounds, Druid City Hospital, Tuscaloosa, AL, A Self-Enhancement Model of 
Factitious Illness Behavior, May, 1998 
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Peer-Reviewed Presentations & Symposia Given at Meetings Not Affiliated with Home 
Institution:  
1. Elmore, J. D., Hamilton, J. C., & Lewis, J. A. Effects of Victim Label and Target 

Culpability on Reactions to Misfortunes. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology, February 2020, New Orleans, LA. 

2. Kouchi, K, Hamilton, J. C., & Mackenzie, S. Perceptions of Death Following Exposure to 
Varying Degrees of Death Acceptance. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, February 2020, New Orleans, LA. 

3. Lewis, J. A, Hamilton, J. C., & The Effect of Party Affiliation on Strategies for Evaluating 
Victims. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, February 2020, New Orleans, LA. 

4. Elmore, J. D., Hamilton, J. C., & Lewis, J. A. Rationalizing Undeserved Outcomes: Effects 
of Random Positive Events on Reactions to Victims. Presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, February 2019, Portland, OR. 

5. Kouchi, K., Hamilton, J.C., & Mackenzie, S. The Effects of Exposure to High Versus Low 
Death-Accepting Advanced Directives.  International Congress on Psychological Science, 
March, 2019, Paris, France. 

6. Mulla, M.M., Hamilton, J.C., et al. The Relative Contributions of Neuroticism and 
Depression to Somatic Symptom Reporting, Symptom-Related Distress, and Intentions to 
Engage in Illness Behavior. Association of Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy, November, 
2018, Washington, D.C. 

7. Lewis, J. A, Hamilton, J. C., & Elmore, J. D. Activating the justice motive: attempting to 
replicate priming effects from just world research. Rocky Mountain Psychological 
Association. March 2018. Denver, CO. 

8. Lewis, J. A, Hamilton, J. C., & Elmore, J. D. What makes a victim: An empirical 
examination of the victim role and how political values affect information-seeking 
strategies when evaluating victims. Rocky Mountain Psychological Association. April 
2018. Denver, CO. 

9. Elmore, J. D., Hamilton, J. C., & Lewis, J. A. (2015). Effects of blame and the victim label 
on emotional and cognitive reactions to victims. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, February, Long Beach, CA.  

10. Lewis, J., Hamilton, J.C., & Elmore, J.D. (2015). Verifying Victimhood: The Impact of 
Usurping the Victim Role. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology, February, Long Beach, CA. 

11. Sherwood, I, Hamilton, J. C. Thompson, R.,  & Allon, S  (2014) Prospective Prediction of 
PTSD Following a Natural Disaster. Symposium Presentation. Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Psychological Science, May, San Francisco, CA 

12. Elmore D., Hamilton, J. C., Sherwood, I   (2014) Punctuated Personality Change Resulting 
From an Acute Stressor. Symposium Presentation. Annual Meeting of the Association for 
Psychological Science, May, San Francisco, CA 

13. Sherwood, I, Hamilton, J. C. Thompson, R.,  & Allon, S (2014) Somatization Following a 
Natural Disaster.  Symposium Presentation. Annual Meeting of the Association for 
Psychological Science, May, San Francisco, CA 

14. Eger, M., Lewis, J., Hamilton, J.C., & Sherwood, I (2014).  Disaster exposure increases 
reliance on religious sources of self-worth among people lacking other intra- or 
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interpersonal coping resources. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, February, Austin, TX. 

15. Sherwood, I., Hamilton, J.C., & Allon, S (2014). Neuroticism, insecure attachment, and 
low self-esteem each contribute unique risk of depression for people who experience a 
major natural disaster. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology, February, Austin, TX. 

16. Elmore, J., Sherwood, I, Allon, S., & Hamilton, J.C. (2014). The impact of tornado 
exposure on personality stability in a college sample. Presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, February, Austin, TX. 

17. Allon, S., Sherwood, I, Thompson, R., & Hamilton, J.C. (2014). Self-reports of pre-disaster 
illness and trauma history predict seemingly random tornado-related experiences Presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, February, 
Austin, TX. 

18. Lewis, J., Eger, M., Hamilton, J.C., & Sherwood, I (2014).  Storm exposure and resiliency. 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
February, Austin, TX. 

19. Eger, M., Sherwood, I., Thompson, R., and Hamilton, J.C. (2013). External contingent self-
worth predicts poor adjustment to a natural disaster . Presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, January, New Orleans, LA. 

20. Sherwood, I.M., Allon, S. & Hamilton, J.C. (2013). Prospectively measured attachment 
predicts unexplained physical symptoms following a natural disaster. Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, January, New 
Orleans, LA. 

21. Burton, K. A., . Hart, W., Adams, J. Shreves, W & Hamilton, J.C. (2013). Shaping reality 
vs. Hiding from reality: Reconsidering the effects of trait need for closure on information 
search. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, January, New Orleans, LA. 

22. Hamilton, J.C., Thompson, R., Allon, S. & Sherwood, I.M. (2012). When it rains it pours: 
Exaggerated victimization following a natural disaster. Presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Association for Psychological Science, May, Chicago 

23. Hamilton, J.C.,  Sherwood, I.M., Allon, S., & Thompson, R. (2012). When the dust settles: 
Risk and resilience in post-disaster psychological adjustment. Presented din the 
symposium, A Multi-Disciplinary Look at Psychological Well-Being After the Tuscaloosa 
Tornado, Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, 
May, Chicago 

24. Thompson, R., Eger, M., Sherwood, I.M. & Hamilton, J.C. (2012). I know dead people: 
The Psychology of exaggerated victimization. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, January, San Diego, CA. 

25. Worley, C.B., Hamilton, J.C., & Swanson, L. (2010). Attachment Style and Negative 
Health Appraisals. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology, January 27-30, Las Vegas, NV 

26. Eaton, D., Giddens, M., & Hamilton, J.C. (2010).  Feelings of Insecurity Cause Greater 
Physical Symptom Reporting. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV 

27. Cunningham, J., Worley, C.B., Hayes, L., & HamiltonJ.C. (2010) A Motivational 
Understanding Of The Relation Between Medically Unexplained Symptoms And 
Depression.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
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Psychology, Las Vegas, NV 
28. Bivens, K., Hamilton,  J.C., PhD, Taylor, M., Swanson, L., Worley, C.B., &  Jacobs, BA. 

(2008) The Role of Caregiver: Sick Role Features and Attachment Style in Predicting 
Pediatric Unexplained Medical Complaints. 55th Annual Meeting of the Academy of 
Psychosomatic Medicine, Miami, FL. 

29. Swanson, L., Hamilton,  J.C., & Feldman, M.D. (2008) Prevalence Rates of Medically 
Unexplained Symptoms in Primary Care. 55th Annual Meeting of the Academy of 
Psychosomatic Medicine, Miami, FL. 

30. Worley, C.B., Bivens, K., PhD, Taylor, M., &  Jacobs, BA. (2008). Prevalence of Pediatric 
Unexplained Medical Complaints in a Primary Pediatric Clinic. 55th Annual Meeting of the 
Academy of Psychosomatic Medicine, Miami, FL, November, 2008. 

31. Johnson, T. & Hamilton, J. C.  (2007). Strategic claims of misfortune as a defense against 
social exclusion. Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN, January 
2007 

32. Hamilton, J. C., Swanson, L., & Johnson, T.  (2007). Assertiveness and the use of illness 
excuses to resist social influences. Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Memphis, TN, January, 2007 

33. Rowan, K., Johnson, T. & Hamilton, J. C.  (2005).  Rates and characteristics of hospital 
admissions related to diagnoses of somatoform disorders, factitious disorders, and related 
conditions. Presented at the 63rd Annual Scientific Meeting of the American 
psychosomatic Society, Vancouver, BC, Canada, March, 2005. 

34. Johnson, T., Janata, J., Swanson, L., Bivens, K. & Hamilton, J. (2005), Somatoform and 
factitious disorders in older hospitalized patients: Prevalence, demographic characteristics, 
health care use, and co-occurrence. Presented at the 63rd Annual Scientific Meeting of the 
American psychosomatic Society, Vancouver, BC, Canada, March, 2005. 

35. Deemer, H. N., Hamilton, J. C., Bivens, K., & Swanson, L. (2004). The burden of 
unexplained medical complaints in pediatric ambulatory care. Presented at the 62nd Annual 
Scientific Meeting of the American psychosomatic Society, Orlansdo, FL, March, 2004. 

36. Deemer, H. N., Hamilton, J. C., Bivns, K. & Swanson, L. (2004). The role of self-
enhancement in factitious illness behavior. Presented at the 62nd Annual Scientific Meeting 
of the American psychosomatic Society, Orlando, FL, March, 2004. 

37. Bivens, K., Swanson, L., Deemer, H.N., Hamilton, J.C., & Huang. (2002). A Factitious 
Illness Behavior in a Non-Clinical Sample. Presented at the 14th Annual Meeting of the 
American Psychological Society, New Orleans, LA.  

38. Swanson, L., Bivens, K., Deemer, H.N., & Hamilton, J.C. (2002). Physicians’ Experiences 
with patients Who Present with Unexplained Medical Complaints. Presented at the 14th 
Annual Meeting of the American Psychological Society, New Orleans, LA.  

39. Thomas, K. Deemer, H.N., Hamilton, J.C., & Swanson, L. (2002). The Role of Attachment 
Style in Factitious Illness Behavior. Presented at the 14th Annual Meeting of the American 
Psychological Society, New Orleans, LA. 

40. Feldman, M.D., Hamilton, J.C., Deemer, H.N. (2001). A critical review of factitious 
disorder. Invited presentation, 154th Annual Meeting of the American Psychiatric 
Association, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

41. Hamilton, J.C. & Waxmonsky, J. (2001) Chat-room technology in social science research. 
Symposium presented at the 109th Annual meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, San Francisco, CA. 
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42. Deemer, H.N., Hamilton, J.C., & Harris, K. (2000). Exploring the role of self-enhancement 
in factitious illness behavior.  Poster presented at the 58th Annual Scientific Meeting of 
the American Psychosomatic Society, Savannah, Georgia.   

43. Deemer, H.N., Hamilton, J.C., Janata, J.W., & Kirzner, B. (1999). Uniqueness Striving as 
a Motive for Factitious Illness Behavior.  Poster presented at the American Psychological 
Society 11th Annual Convention, Denver, Colorado. 

44. Waxmonsky, J., Hamilton, J.C., Janata, J.W., & Evans, E. (1999). Judgements of Medically 
Ill Persons: A Test of the Self-Enhancement Model of Factitious Illness Behavior.  Poster 
presented at the American Psychological Society 11th Annual Convention, Denver, 
Colorado. 

45. Schmid, B., Deemer, H., Latter, R. Hamilton, J.C., & Janata, J.W. Predicting Unexplained 
Physical Symptoms in a Primary Care Setting: Use of a Theory-Based Measure of 
Factitious Illness Behavior. Annual Meeting of the American Psychosomatic Society, 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada. March 1999 

46. Waxmonsky, J., Deemer, H., Brown, D., Hamilton, J.C., & Janata, J. W. Predicting 
Unexplained Physical Symptoms: A Test of the Self-Enhancement Model.  Annual 
Meeting of the American Psychosomatic Society, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. March, 1999 

47. Hamilton, J. C., Pinel, E. C., &  Roskos-Ewoldsen, D. R. (1999, May). The effects of a 
racist act and public counter-demonstrations on race-related behavioral intentions: A 
natural experiment. Paper presented at the International Communication Association's 
annual meeting, San Francisco. 

48. Hamilton J. C.  Progress on the self-enhancement model of factitious illness behavior. 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology. 
October, 1998, Lexington, KY.  

49. Hamilton, J.C.  Self-enhancement motives in abnormal illness behavior. Paper presented 
at the annual meeting of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology, October, 1996, 
Sturbridge, MA 

50. Hamilton, J. C.  Dying to be ill: The paradox of self-inflicted illness. Symposium paper 
presented at the 103rd Annual Meeting of the American Psychological Association. 
August, 1995, New York, NY   

51. Aldarondo, F. & Hamilton, J. C. 102nd Annual Meeting of the American Psychological 
Association  

52. Divis, K., & Hamilton, J.C. 39th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Psychological 
Society 

53. Hamilton, J. C.  25th Meeting of the International Congress of Psychology, 1992  
54. Hamilton, J. C., Rooks, S. L., Maloney, K., & Duvin. Annual Meeting of the Association 

for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy, 1991 
55. Whigham, S. & Hamilton, J. C. Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 

Association, 1990 
56. Hamilton, J. C. & Anderson, T. S.  Annual Meeting of the American Psychological 

Association, 1989 
57. Shuminski, T. & Hamilton, J. C. Annual Meeting of the Western and Rocky Mountain 

Psychological Associations, 1989 
58. Hamilton, J. C.,  Janata, J. W.,  Anderson, T. S., & Patraglia, P.  Annual Meeting of the 

Western Social Science Association,1988 
59. Hamilton, J. C., Janata, J. W., Rooks, S. L., & Markley, F. Annual Meeting of the Western 

Social Science  Association, 1988 
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60. Klonoff, E. A. & Hamilton, J. C. Annual Meeting of the Association for the Advancement 
of Behavior Therapy, 1984 

61. Baumeister, R. F. & Hamilton, J. C.. Annual Meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, 1984 

62. Hamilton, J. C. & Baumeister, R. F. Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological 
Association, 1983 

63. Hamilton, J. C. & Laird, J. D. Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, 
1981 
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Courses Taught: 
 
Undergraduate: 
1. Introductory Psychology 
2. Theories of Psychology 
3. Social Psychology 
4. Personality Psychology 
5. Abnormal Psychology 
6. Advanced Social Psychology 
7. Seminar in the Self 
8. Seminar in the Social Psychology of Race 
9. Seminar in Abnormal Illness Behavior 
10. Seminar in Cognitive Behavior Therapy 
 
Graduate: 
1. Evaluation of Medical Child Abuse 
2. Systems of Psychotherapy 
3. Psychological Assessment 
4. Interviewing and Behavioral Assessment 
5. Clinical Psychology Practicum (indirect supervision) 
6. Psychopathology 
7. Behavior Therapy 
8. Seminar in Social Clinical Psychology 
9. Research Methods 
10. Psychotherapy Practicum (direct supervision) 
11. Advanced Social Psychology 
12. Health Psychology / Behavioral Medicine 
13. Seminar in the Self 
 
 


